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Digital Storytelling (A Multimedia Opus—Audio Gallery, Visual Anthology, Textual Concert)
Theme:  Coming of Age in Our Time
Essential Questions:

What are some universal elements of the passage to adulthood?  How do literature and other artistic media, both in their “reading” and in their creation, reflect and bring meaning to this process?

Reading and Literature Standards:  

Demonstrate confidence as readers, and find value and satisfaction in reading and sharing reading experiences with others.

Respond to texts from a range of stances:  initial understanding, personal, interpretive, critical.

Technology Standards:  

Use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences.
Purpose: It has been said, “writing is making sense of life” (Nadine Gordimer).  Indeed, all art can be viewed as a way for us to make sense of life.  During first quarter you have experienced this making sense of life, in particular, coming of age, from the perspective of J.D. Salinger, several poets, the director, cinematographer and crew of “Dead Poets Society,” Meat Loaf (, and the artist of The Scream.  During the second quarter, you will study the work of novelist Tim O’Brien, several more poets, songwriters, and artists, on coming of age on the battlefield.

Through this culminating project, you will have the chance to find your own examples of this process of making sense of life and combine them into your own digital storytelling.

Culminating Activity:  Digital Story

Craft your own story, your own “take” on coming of age in 2005, using examples that you have found and studied, from various media.  By examining the theme through the works you select, you will arrive at some new insight into such questions as:

1. What does “coming of age” mean to you?

2. What are the influences (family, society, culture, history, religion, peers, education, etc) that play a part in that transformation from child to adult?

3. What issues, conflict, and new questions does the study raise for you?

Sounds like your first quarter final exam, doesn’t it???  So, WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE???

Requirements

1. You must include perspectives from at least three of the following media.  Include citations for each in correct bibliographic format.

Music | Art | Film | Poetry | Novels or Short Stories | Other

2. Typed reflection (between 1-2 pages) on

a. what you found out about the theme and the answers to the questions.

b. examples from and discussion of all three media you are presenting

3. Presentation:  May be in the form of a power point, web page, video, or some other format (check with me on that one).

a. Powerpoint should be between 10-20 slides

b. Video should be between 1.5 – 2.0 minutes

c. Web page should offer multiple links and graphics

4. Checkpoints:  these will be “turn in points” along the way to help prep for success on the final project (script, “rough cut,” work logs & reflections)

Points:  100

Due Date:
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