Videoconference Collaboration:  Molokai High, Osaka Gakuin University, Campbell High, Moanalua High

School Year 2005-2006

Subject Areas:  Digital Media, Digital English, Japanese, Fine Arts, Language Arts, Media Communications, Social Studies

	Molokai High – Perry Buchalter
	Osaka Gakuin University – Ellen Tanoura
	Moanalua High – Lynne Sueoka

	I think allowing the students some input may be fresh too. They sometimes come up with ideas that are more challenging than I think of. If we begin early enough with the students video conference they will be more comfortable when the international conference takes place. I think we may need to have our kids come there once where your kids host and then vice versa.

Planning, Preparation, and Production with a focus on creating a body of work each quarter / semester based on the given criteria.

In my digital media class we will be taking on the following projects:

- printing professional quality flyers for school events, my returning students who know Photoshop well will produce and teach this.

- video clips of the week, commercials run 15 - 30 seconds and students will learn to meet deadlines in creating videos that highlight a teacher or student of the week, surf clips of the week, health or safety issues, or making up products to advertise and then trying to get the business of local producers like Hawaii Kai Salt to use our services to create commercials for Akaku or other stations to air.

- Short video clips, music videos run about 3 minutes and I had a few students win an award doing this, they could be music videos or other story telling, teach me something, or this is where I live videos. This is where we can coordinate :)

- Personal projects, end of the year my seniors especially want to make invitations and slide shows for their party, we can offer services to other students too.


	I am going over a few more follow up articles on the China and Japan crises with the class now from perspective more of the 5 w's and really understanding the message through the critical thinking/reading materials of Dr.l Richard Paul.  They get to write a SEXI paragraph which is really Statement, IN other words (restatement), For example, (give an example), and an illustration which is usually a metaphor but for younger kids, an illustration.  We will be doing a few of those before I have them do their own articles on an interest area.  

I also want them to do something that would be other than the newspaper or television news media.

Their last project will be doing a presentation using digital media after they have created their own program, news broadcast, interviews, etc

How interesting that you mentioned story telling.  That is the focus of Oral Communication 1 and 2.  We have someone on campus, Rex Tanimoto, who created a program--CD--that is called Digi-Tales.  We use stories 1-5 for year 1.  It is a pretty good way to get students to get familiar with vocabulary words, sentence structures, and then finally writing the story.  I have had them do only 2 yet and they keep revising them, but they will eventually do a children's book.  

Anyway, there are other possibilities also depending what my classes will be next year.  Maybe we can teleconferences with more than just the Digital kids.
	NOTE:  literature and film selections are still kind of up in the air…suggestions welcomed!

Grade 9 – Empathy & Interdependence

Empathy and interdependence are essential to man if he is to survive in this world.

Through reading and writing, man is able to find the commonalities and connections that nurture his empathy and deepen his understanding of interdependence.
First Semester

Literature:  Short stories, Of Mice and Men, To Kill a Mockingbird, Wild Meat and Bully Burgers.
Film:  “Picture Bride”

Writer’s Workshop

Second Semester

Literature:  Merchant of Venice or Macbeth, The Giver
Film:  “The Truman Show”

Writer’s Workshop

Digital Storytelling

Grade 10 – Coming of Age/Good & Evil

Humans are meaning-making creatures; they constantly aspire to answer “why?” to the questions of existence.  Reading and writing and other forms of expression, both verbal and non-verbal, help us to make sense of life and to find our place and make a difference in this world in which we live.

First Semester

Literature:  Short Stories, Catcher in the Rye, A Separate Peace, The Things They Carried, Wirligig.
Film:  “The Outsiders,” “Chocolate War,” “Dead Poet’s Society”

Writer’s Workshop

Digital Storytelling:  autobiographical/identity project

Second Semester

Literature:  Julius Caesar, Lord of the Flies, comparative mythology

Film: “Star Wars”

Writer’s Workshop

Digital Storytelling:  modern day myth




