State Your Problem 

Your Mission Challenge is your chance to solve a problem: increase safety; improve the environment; make your community a better place to live. Take a look around… What do you see? What are you curious about? What can your team investigate? 

Remember to visit Help for tips: 

· Brainstorming a Topic 

· Writing a Problem Statement 
Mission Challenge: 
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What problem is your team trying to solve? 

Answer: 
Why did your team choose this problem? 

Answer: 
Who in your community will benefit from your team’s efforts to solve this problem? 

Answer: 
Form Your Hypothesis 

How can you solve the problem? What do you already know? What is your best guess at the solution? Your team should write a hypothesis after doing research. Your hypothesis should explain the cause or solution to your problem. Remember, a hypothesis is something you can test. 

Remember to visit Help for tips: 

· Where to Research 

· How to Search the Web 

· Forming a Hypothesis 

· Tips for Working as a Team 

What research (e.g., Internet, library, interviews) have you done and what have you learned so far? 

Answer: 
State your hypothesis. 

Answer: 
If your hypothesis turns out to be correct, how do you think it might affect your community? 

Answer: 
Test Your Hypothesis 

Testing your hypothesis is possibly the most important step in finding a solution. You should conduct experiments carefully, and record all steps as you go. Many times, scientists make "surprise" discoveries during experimentation because something unexpected happens. Who knows what you'll find! 

Remember to visit Help for tips: 

· Testing a Hypothesis 

· Conducting an Experiment 

· Summarizing Results 

· What to Do When Your Team Disagrees 


Describe the experiments your team used to test your hypothesis. 

Answer: 

Present the results of your experiment(s). 

Answer: 

What happened during your experiments that you didn’t expect? 

Answer: 
Draw Your Conclusions 

Did you find a solution? If not, is there still more hypothesizing and testing to be done? Either way, what's next? Review all of your research, observations, and experiment data to see how far you've come! 

Remember to visit Help for tips: 

· Stating Conclusions 


Based on your research and experiments, what did you learn? 

Answer: 

If more research/experimentation needs to be done, what are the next steps? 

Answer: 

Describe your solution and how it helps your community. 

Answer: 

List all of the sources (web sites, books, magazines, community resources, experts) used to complete your Mission Folder. 

Answer: 
How Your Team Worked 

Sometimes working on a team can be fun and frustrating at the same time. Each of you has special talents, and ideas. Think about how your team worked together, when you asked for help, and what tools made it easier to communicate and work as a team. 

Remember to visit Help for tips: 

· Sample Assignment Checklist 

· Using Your Team's Talents 

· What to Do When Your Team Disagrees 

Describe what each team member did and why. 

Answer: 
How did your team work together (communication, scheduling, assignments)? 

Answer: 

Who did your team contact for help? 

Answer: 

Describe how your team has worked (or will work) to put your solution into place. 

Answer: 
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