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	Identify Desired Results

	What overarching understandings are desired?

Human beings have always used literature and writing—“[to make] sense of life,”  “to feel at home in the universe” and to make a difference in their world.  

This “collected wisdom” creates echoes and resonance between past and present and enriches both the reading and writing of all subsequent literature.

In particular, the language arts can help to make sense of the inexplicable in life (death, the existence of evil, conflict, etc)

Communication takes many forms and being a literate “reader of the world” can help in the process of self-discovery and connection making, enriching our lives and preparing us to be better “participants in life.”


	What are the overarching “essential” questions?

What are some of the inexplicable elements of our existence?  How does literature, both the reading and writing of it, help us to reconcile or attempt to rectify or solve these elements?



	What will students understand as a result of this unit?

There are differing, often conflicting and ambiguous opinions about the nature of man and the universe and his role in it.

Literature and the arts can help us to navigate those deep and perplexing issues and begin to construct our own “world view.”


	What “essential” and “unit” questions will focus this unit?

What are some (often conflicting) views about the nature of man and his universe?  And the role of man in relation to the inexplicable in humanity and nature?  about the nature of fate and free will?

What is your emerging perspective on these questions?

As we ponder these questions what are some conclusions we can draw about the role of literature and the arts in explicating the inexplicable?



	Determine Acceptable Evidence

What evidence will show that students understand:  point of view and perspective.

	Performance Tasks, Projects:   
Design and create a digital story that can be an affirmation of something positive or a stimulus for change.  Like the whirligigs of the novel, its purpose is to start wheels turning within your own universe.

This culminating activity will address the standards of critical stance, literary elements, range of writing, meaning, design, clarity.

Put humanity on trial.  After the reading and writing and multimedia projects that you have created and shared this semester, do you think that humanity is basically good or evil?  Do you think man has the free will to act upon his universe or is his fate determined by forces outside his control?  Pick sides, set up your legal team, select witnesses from the various literary and art pieces that you have studied this quarter.  Required:  Characters from LOTF, Macbeth, Night, and Whirligig.  Others may come from history or current events, movies, songs, etc.

This culminating activity will address standards of vocabulary, interpretive stance, range of writing, grammar and mechanics, meaning, design, clarity, and discussion and presentation.

	Quizzes, Tests, Academic Prompts:

Prompt:  Compare and contrast the view of humanity in two of the readings for the quarter.

Prompt:  Construct a thesis about your view of humanity and support it with references to specific world events.  Provide citation for your references in correct bibliographic style.

	Other Evidence:

Informal observations/discussions during project work and small group discussions on retrieval chart assignment

Reading logs/dialectical journals on novels and drama

Formative writing assessments from daily writing journal assignments
	Student Self Assessment

Self-assess digital story

Self-assess trial project work.

	Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

	Students will need to know:

Conventions/elements of drama

Characteristics of autobiography

Political, sociological definition of genocide


	Students will need to be able to:

Analyze a Shakespearean play using the elements of drama

Employ “best practices” in integrating of various media to communicate



	What teaching and learning experiences will equip students to demonstrate the targeted understandings?

1. Students read Night by Elie Weisel and reflect on then nature of evil and the various manifestations of humanity and their causes.

2. Students read and research accounts of genocide in current times

3. Students read Whirligig by Paul Fleischman and reflect on the way an individual life may affect others

4. Students read Macbeth by William Shakespeare and analyze on the nature of fate and free will through the lives of the main and supporting characters

5. Students keep reading/literature logs, as well as complete critical stance responses in their class journals and develop some of these in periodic formative assessments

Unit Files:

1. Forum response sheet for introductory work with the genocide websites and readings.

2. Whirligig Project Directions Sheet and Rubric

3. Defendant:  Humanity Project Directions Sheet and Rubric

4. Mock trial procedures and reference sheets on evidence, opening and closing statements, direct & cross examination

5. Journal reflection assignments

6. Macbeth:  guide questions



	Through which facets will students develop and reveal their understandings?

	Explanation—Explain the definition of genocide and the occurrences of genocide in the

                      twentieth century

                      Explain the definition of fate and free will and the mythological and philosophical

                      ideas connected with them

Interpretation—Interpret the themes of evil, fate, free will in the different literary selections

Application— Analyze the elements of drama, fiction, and autobiography and their role in

                      communicating the different themes

Perspective—Become aware of the different perspectives on the issue of fate vs free will that

                      may be representative of different cultures or world views 

Empathy—Interpret and appreciate world views, from literature and from other students, that may differ from their own

Self-Knowledge— Create their own “world view” that begins to define their role in the world, a world view or philosophy of life

	Unit Design Considerations (WHERE)

	Where & why? (Purpose and goals):  Post essential questions on the website; present description of performance tasks

Hook:  Reading of Night and connection to Lord of the Flies; browsing and reading and reflecting on the “Timeline of Genocide” on the website of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Engagement:  Students use the knowledge they are gaining about the function of literature to help them craft the beginnings of their own “world view”

Reflection:  Students reflect on how literature helps to make sense of the world; students discuss how other media also  “make sense” of the world

Exhibition & Self-evaluation:  The tasks (video, trial, essays, and videoconference project) will provide evidence of understanding
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