Drawing and Painting II:  Spring Semester,  2005-2006

	Identify Desired Results

	What overarching understandings are desired?

Human beings have always used art to document life, to make sense of and feel at home in the universe” and to make a difference in their world. The history of human civilization can be traced through works that each has left for us to discover.  
These collected visual resources are sometimes our only windows into the past and share what life might have been like, the clothes, architecture, landscape, and culture of past civilizations that they present; they enrich both the understanding and creations of all subsequent artwork as humans continue to build on, and break away from, earlier styles.
In particular, the visual arts can help to make sense of the passage into adulthood and to make sense of the inexplicable in life (fear, love, death, the existence of evil, conflict, etc)

Art takes many forms and is a mark of self-discovery. The clothes, hair styles, music, visual imagery, and contributions that define each generation and the external forces that drive those choices as each generation become “participants in life.” 

	What are the overarching “essential” questions?

What are some of the inexplicable elements of our existence?  How have these elements changed the intent of visual imagery over time? 
How does art, what we see or what we create, help us to reconcile or attempt to rectify or solve these elements?



	What will students understand as a result of this unit?

Changes in art styles are a result of each civilization’ capturing what makes them feel at home in the universe. Myths, legends, and symbols of triumph and freedom continue to be captured and represented artistically, and contain universal elements that support their purpose as making sense of life.

Examples: the cave paintings of Lascaux and Chauvet, Greek and Egyptian art, the middle ages and Renaissance, Impressionism through abstract and Picasso’s Guernica,  the peace sign in the 60’s and contemporary issues like the recent Muslim comic incident.
	What “essential” and “unit” questions will focus this unit?

Visual art:  Why do people create imagery?  How has the function of art changed over time?  How do the visual arts of the past and their elements enrich subsequent artistic expression?
What are some conclusions we can draw about the purpose of or mans need for visual art?

What might this generation’s defining artistic contributions be?



	Determine Acceptable Evidence

What evidence will show that students understand:  point of view and perspective.

	Performance Tasks, Projects:   
Design and create artwork that provides an insightful look at some of the inexplicable elements of our world, captures a moment in time, explores a genre, based on myth or personal expression;  It should present your growing understanding of these “mysteries” of our existence and your ability to use the communication of visual arts to synthesize your own world view.  This culminating activity will address standards of how the arts communicate and how the arts shape and reflect culture. 

Write a reflection on your work, the process used, the meaning or intent of chosen subject and style, compare or contrast to another point in time (minimum 1 page reflection) This culminating activity will address standards of how the arts communicate and how the arts shape and reflect culture. 


	Quizzes, Tests, Academic Prompts:

Prompt:  Given an unknown artwork, identify its universal properties

	Other Evidence:

Informal observations/discussions during project work and small group discussions on assignment
	Student Self Assessment

Self-assess art
Self-assess on standards for the project

Peer-assess work and reflections

	Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

	Students will need to know:

Key terms:  genre, style, symbol, metaphor, subject, content, elements of art, principles of design

	Students will need to be able to:

Explain how elements and principles from disparate styles of art show the universality of purpose and execution

Interpret and appreciate the context in which artworks were developed

Analyze the function of art over time
Recognize the power of the unknown in their own lives and use art as a form of expression

	What teaching and learning experiences will equip students to demonstrate the targeted understandings?

1. Students examine cave drawings and other ancient art from various cultures and conjecture about their meaning and purpose and post their ideas to the class online forum

a. What stories might be represented by the cave drawings from Lascaux?

b. What reasons might early man have had to create them?

c. What similarities do you see between the Lascaux art and the other ancient art such as Hawaiian petroglyphs?

d. What stories might be depicted by the art from Knossos?  Egypt?  China?

e. Since these images come from different geographical locations, what might be some generalizations you can make about their content?

2. Students review various artworks and analyze their different functions. (spiritual, political, self-expressive)

3. In discussion, class draws conclusions about the universal purposes and characteristics of the visual arts
4. Students explore work from different genre and discuss reasons for change in style
a. Impressionism
b. Cubism, abstract
c. Pop-art
5. Students create original art using styles of the masters using their own subject, theme, symbolism that connects to their ideas of “Man in the Universe.
6. Students reflect on how the visual arts help to make sense of the world.

7. Students reflect on how varying media can deepen the insights of the printed word.
8. Students write a reflective statement describing their work, the process involved, and how the work relates to the theme.

Unit Files:

1. famous artist worksheet
2. Scholastic art magazine
3. Self-assess worksheet
4. Peer-assess worksheet
5. Participation papers, activities, forums.

	Through which facets will students develop and reveal their understandings?

	Explanation— Explain how elements from different genre show the universality of purpose of visual arts
Interpretation—Interpret and appreciate the context in which the visual arts are developed

Application— Apply the elements of art and principles of design to copying the masters and / or           original artwork
Perspective— Become aware of other perspectives in the creation of art (other cultures and

                       other disciplines        

Empathy—Interpret and appreciate the context in which the visual arts are developed

Self-Knowledge— Recognize the power of the unknown in their own lives and use the visual arts to help them cope



	Unit Design Considerations (WHERE)

	Where & why? (Purpose and goals):  Present description of performance tasks and on-line collaboration.
Hook:  Begin with a look at the Cave drawings of Lascaux and take a historical walk through art history as we explore the unit question

Engagement:  Students use the knowledge they are gaining about the creation of visual arts to help them make meaning in their own lives as well as in other works of art
Reflection:  Students reflect on how visual arts help to make sense of the world; students discuss how other disciplines “make sense” of the world—science, religion

Exhibition & Self-evaluation:  Students artwork, exhibition, portfolio, and reflection will provide evidence of understanding.


