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"The most valued quality of the language of journalism is clarity, and its most desired effect is to be understood.” -- Roy Peter Clark

Building a Sequence Assignment:  Repetitive Motion

Teams:  2 people

Points:  15

Cyber College Reference:  Continuity Modules 50-52, Editing Modules 54-55

This exercise builds your skill of shooting enough footage from a variety of angles and shots to enable you to tell your story in a more powerful and professional way.

1. Think about the “people in the background” on campus: those who do their jobs, day after day, with little recognition, yet whose “repetitive motion” (i.e. the serving line in the cafeteria, etc) is necessary for the smooth functioning of your school.

2. Decide on a “repetitive motion” sequence that you want to shoot.  Think about several possible focus ideas.

3. Review the types of shots and angles that you can use for the sequence.  Complete a ”shot list.”

4. Schedule and complete your shoot.

5. Review your footage and decide on your focus/angle.

6. Edit a 30 second sequence that makes the best use of your footage to tell your story.

7. VO, SOT, and NAT sound okay, but the emphasis in this exercise is visual storytelling.

8. The class will vote on the best project and that team will receive a 3-point bonus!

The emphasis here is on a variety of camera footage to enable you to edit a powerful sequence.  Remember to “get your camera off your shoulder.”  Shoot from different positions:  floor, knee, waist, shoulder, up high.

Consider the material that you have covered in Cyber College.  The lessons on continuity and editing guidelines will help you strengthen your video.

Reflection Questions:  How did this exercise make you rethink the way you shoot a story?  Give some specific examples of footage you have missed in past stories or footage you could catch in future stories to improve your visual storytelling.

Good Luck!
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