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Video-Only Assignment:  Visual Storytelling

Teams:  2 people (with “hands tied” mentor)

Points:  10

Cyber College Reference:  Editing Modules 54, 55 

Each group will receive a one-sentence scenario such as, "Julie is hungry but doesn't want to eat in the cafeteria."  You will then have time to plan your story, go into the field to shoot raw footage, edit the piece and present it to the class.  But there are some restrictions and guidelines to follow:

1. Your video will be just that, video only.  No audio allowed on the edited piece.

2. You can only shoot five minutes of raw footage.  If you go over, all footage past five minutes will be erased before you edit.

3. The final edited version will last 45 seconds to one minute.  If you go over, it better be very captivating video!

4. Creativity is encouraged.  This assignment often brings hilarious results.  But remember to illustrate/solve the scenario you've been assigned.  Stay on-topic.

5. No special effects allowed--no stills, no strobing, no dissolves, no digital effects of any kind.

The emphasis here is on pictures. The assignment also calls for you to think about shooting sequences, to frame your shots, to edit tightly (final edits should be no longer than one minute) and to use creativity in your approach

Consider the material that you have covered in Cyber College.  The lessons on editing should be especially helpful in this assignment.

Remember to follow basic shooting techniques—your mentors will assist you with this.  White balance.  Framing.  Use a tripod whenever possible.  Make sure you give some pre-roll time before starting the action.  Feel free to use creative angles and shots, but not at the expense of meeting the specific assignment.

Feel free to use as many people as you need on-camera to fulfill this assignment.  Before deciding you have enough footage, come in and review what you've shot to be sure.  

Reflection Questions:  What was your focus statement (three words)?  What was your challenge?

Good Luck!
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